Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 120 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.033; wR factor = 0.089; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.7.
The title compound, C 15 H 23 N 3 O 2 , crystallizes with two molecules in the asymmetric unit which are linked by a C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bond. In the crystal, molecules are connected via weak C-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds between the amide O atoms and ethyl chains and between pyridine N atoms and aromatic H atoms in para positions. C-HÁ Á Á interactions also occur.
Related literature
The title compound has been investigated for its extractive properties in a synergistic mixture with chlorinated cobalt dicarbollide towards trivalent metals, see: Alyapyshev et al. (2004) . For details of the synthesis, see: Nikitskaya et al. (1958) ; Shimada et al. (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg2 is the centroid of the N4/C16-C20 ring. It consists of pyridine ring with a diethylamide groups in position 2 and 6. The asymmetric unit contains two molecules of dipicolinamide connected via hydrogen bonds between pyridine nitrogen atom and aromatic hydrogen atoms in para position to nitrogen atoms (C3-H3···N4, and C18-H18···N1, Table 1 ). While at first impression, the amide groups seem to be related by a mirror plane, closer look reveals their differences. The carbon atoms of carbonyl groups do not lie in a plane of the pyridine ring and they differ in the distance to this plane (0.178 Å for C6 and 0.089 Å for C11 to pyridine plane with N1; 0.146 Å for C21 and 0.040 Å for C26 to pyridine plane with N4). The molecules form bands in direction of the c axis ( Fig. 2) via system of hydrogen bonds between the amide oxygen atom and ethyl chains (Table 1 ). N, N, N', 6 -dipicolinamide was synthesized as described in Shimada et al. (2004), and Nikitskaya et al. (1958) .
Crystals were prepared by slow evaporation from acetonitrile.
Refinement
The hydrogen atoms were localized from the difference Fourier map. Despite that, all hydrogen atoms connected to C were constrained to ideal positions with C-H = 0.93 -0.97Å. The isotropic temperature parameters of hydrogen atoms were calculated as 1.2*U eq of the parent atom. Figures   Fig. 1 . View of the asymmetric unit of N, N,N',N'-tetraethyl-2,6 -dipicolinamide, together with atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are shown at the 50% probability level. 
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)
Cg2 is the centroid of the N4/C16-C20 ring. Symmetry codes: (i) x, y−1, z; (ii) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1; (iii) −x+1, −y+1, −z+2.
supplementary materials sup-9 
